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Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 9am-3pm
Parish Office/Rectory: 973-777-9313

Fax: 973-249-6825

Email:

Web: www.saintclarenj.com

office@saintclarenj.com

“We become what we love and who
we love shapes what we become”- St. Clare
July 3, 2016: 14th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Served By
Rev. Peter Glabik--------------------------------------- Pastor
Rev. Thomas Fitzgerald-------------------- Parochial Vicar
Director of Religious Education
Rev. Msgr. Brendan P. Madden --------- Pastor Emeritus

Trustees
Mr. Tom Felipe

Celebrations of the Eucharist
for the Lord’s Day
Saturday --------------------------------------------------------------- 5:00 pm
Sunday -------------------------------------- 8:00, 10:00 am & 12:00 noon
Mass during the week…
Monday thru Friday ------------------------------------------------- 8:30 am
Holy Days of Obligation -------- Check schedule listed inside bulletin

Enjoy the Holiday!

Office Closed Monday, July 4, 2016
.
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Celebration of
the Eucharist
MONDAY, JULY 4
8:30 amFor the United States of America and
for all of our troops.
TUESDAY, JULY 5
8:30 am Margaret Herbrandt
Pauline Vantho; & Special Intention
WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
8:30 am Anthony Blaskewicz
Jose Manson Sauler.
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Memorials for the Week
Consider sponsoring a candle or bread & wine
for the week in memory of a loved one.
Altar Bread & Wine is offered this week in memory of…
The people of the parish
Altar Candles burn this week in memory of…
Raju Modi
Sanctuary Candle burns this week in memory of…
Steven Denkowitz
Divine Mercy Chapel Candle burns this week in Memory of… the
people of Orlando, Florida

Just a Reflection……
THURSDAY, JULY 7
8:30 am John and Kate Tully & family
FRIDAY, JULY 8
8:30 am Raju Modi and Isabel Lozano
SATURDAY, JULY 9
5:00 pm Steven Denkowitz
Peter and Adele Ciolino
SUNDAY, JULY 10
8:00 am
Eleanor Stankiewicz;
Christina Carosella
10:00 am Simone and Chiara Mariano
12:00 pm Masullo Family; Marino Family;
Lorraine Bordonaro

PILGRIMAGE TO POLAND
Early Submission of Bulletin due to Holiday—
We will have the collection posted in next week’s bulletin.

Join Fr. Peter on a Jubilee Year
of Mercy Pilgrimage to Poland
from October 3-11, 2016.
The cost is $2,999 per person
from Newark.
Also, there is an optional side trip to Rome for $999 per person.
If interested, please contact
Fr. Peter at 973-777-9313.
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Purgatory? What is that all about?
The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines purgatory as a
"purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the
joy of heaven," which is experienced by those "who die in God’s
grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified" (CCC 1030). It
notes that "this final purification of the elect . . . is entirely
different from the punishment of the damned" (CCC 1031).
The purification is necessary because, as Scripture teaches,
nothing unclean will enter the presence of God in heaven (Rev.
21:27) and, while we may die with our mortal sins forgiven, there
can still be many impurities in us, specifically venial sins and the
temporal punishment due to sins already forgiven.
Two Judgments
When we die, we undergo what is called the particular, or
individual, judgment. Scripture says that "it is appointed for men
to die once, and after that comes judgment" (Heb. 9:27). We are
judged instantly and receive our reward, for good or ill. We know
at once what our final destiny will be. At the end of time, when
Jesus returns, there will come the general judgment to which the
Bible refers, for example, in Matthew 25:31-32: "When the Son
of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the
nations, and he will separate them one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats." In this general
judgment all our sins will be publicly revealed (Luke 12:2–5).
Augustine said, in The City of God, that "temporary punishments
are suffered by some in this life only, by others after death, by
others both now and then; but all of them before that last and
strictest judgment" (21:13). It is between the particular and
general judgments, then, that the soul is purified of the remaining
consequences of sin: "I tell you, you will never get out till you
have paid the very last copper" (Luke 12:59).
"Purgatory Not in Scripture"
Some Fundamentalists also charge, as though it actually proved
something, "The word purgatory is nowhere found in Scripture."
This is true, and yet it does not disprove the existence of
purgatory or the fact that belief in it has always been part of
Church teaching. The words Trinity and Incarnation aren’t in
Scripture either, yet those doctrines are clearly taught in it.
Likewise, Scripture teaches that purgatory exists, even if it
doesn’t use that word and even if 1 Peter 3:19 refers to a place
other than purgatory.
Christ refers to the sinner who "will not be forgiven, either in this
age or in the age to come" (Matt. 12:32), suggesting that one
can be freed after death of the consequences of one’s sins.
Similarly, Paul tells us that, when we are judged, each man’s
work will be tried. And what happens if a righteous man’s work
fails the test? "He will suffer loss, though he himself will be
saved, but only as through fire" (1 Cur 3:15). Now this loss, this
penalty, can’t refer to consignment to hell, since no one is saved
there; and heaven can’t be meant, since there is no suffering
("fire") there. The Catholic doctrine of purgatory alone explains
this passage.
Then, of course, there is the Bible’s approval of prayers for the
dead: "In doing this he acted in a very excellent and noble way,
inasmuch as he had the resurrection of the dead in view; for if he
were not expecting the dead to rise again, it would have been
useless and foolish to pray for them in death. But if he did this
with a view to the splendid reward that awaits those who had
gone to rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Thus
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he made atonement for the dead that they might be freed from this sin" (2
Macc. 12:43–45). Prayers are not needed by those in heaven, and no one can
help those in hell. That means some people must be in a third condition, at
least temporarily. This verse so clearly illustrates the existence of purgatory
that, at the time of the Reformation, Protestants had to cut the books of the
Maccabees out of their Bibles in order to avoid accepting the doctrine.
Prayers for the dead and the consequent doctrine of purgatory have been part
of the true religion since before the time of Christ. Not only can we show it was
practiced by the Jews of the time of the Maccabees, but it has even been
retained by Orthodox Jews today, who recite a prayer known as
the Mourner’s Kaddish for eleven months after the death of a loved one so that
the loved one may be purified. It was not the Catholic Church that added the
doctrine of purgatory. Rather, any change in the original teaching has taken
place in the Protestant churches, which rejected a doctrine that had always
been believed by Jews and Christians.
Why Go to Purgatory?
Why would anyone go to purgatory? To be cleansed, for "nothing unclean shall
enter [heaven]" (Rev. 21:27). Anyone who has not been completely freed of sin
and its effects is, to some extent, "unclean." Through repentance he may have
gained the grace needed to be worthy of heaven, which is to say, he has been
forgiven and his soul is spiritually alive. But that’s not sufficient for gaining
entrance into heaven. He needs to be cleansed completely.
Fundamentalists claim, as an article in Jimmy Swaggart’s magazine, The
Evangelist, put it, that "Scripture clearly reveals that all the demands of divine
justice on the sinner have been completely fulfilled in Jesus Christ. It also
reveals that Christ has totally redeemed, or purchased back, that which was
lost. The advocates of a purgatory (and the necessity of prayer for the dead)
say, in effect, that the redemption of Christ was incomplete. . . . It has all been
done for us by Jesus Christ, there is nothing to be added or done by man."
It is entirely correct to say that Christ accomplished all of our salvation for us on
the cross. But that does not settle the question of how this redemption is
applied to us. Scripture reveals that it is applied to us over the course of time
through, among other things, the process of sanctification through which the
Christian is made holy. Sanctification involves suffering (Rom. 5:3–5), and
purgatory is the final stage of sanctification that some of us need to undergo
before we enter heaven. Purgatory is the final phase of Christ’s applying to us
the purifying redemption that he accomplished for us by his death on the
cross.
Article comes from the website: www.Catholic.com To read the rest see the
website. Approved by:
permission to publish this work is hereby granted.
+Robert H. Brom, Bishop of San Diego, August 10, 2004

Pray for our country and our troops!

Mass is 8:30am in Chapel

